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 Emergency Contraception Availability Over-the-Counter
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Can anyone purchase Plan B? 
 

• Anyone over the age of 18 who can provide proof of their age will be able to purchase 
Plan B without a prescription in pharmacies.  

• Men ages 18 and older can purchase Plan B OTC in pharmacies beginning in November, 
2006. Men under 18 do NOT have the option to obtain a prescription for Plan B, nor to get 
it through pharmacy access.  

 
What can I do if the pharmacist refuses to give me Plan B? 
 

• You have a right to access birth control, including Plan B, without harassment or delay 
caused by an objecting pharmacist.  

• Pharmacists in Wisconsin have an ethical duty not to obstruct patient access to legal 
medications.   

• Ask to speak with the pharmacist’s manager and report the refusal immediately.  
• You can file a complaint against a refusing pharmacist with the Wisconsin Department of 

Regulation and Licensing.  Call 608-266-7482 or email web@drl.state.wi.us for more 
information on how to file a complaint. 

 
Is EC safe for teens under 18? 
 

• Yes. There is no medical reason to restrict access to EC for teens.  
• Research shows that easier access to EC does NOT increase sexual risk taking and does 

NOT reduce the use of regular ongoing birth control.  
• Leading medical organizations, including the American Academy of Pediatrics, American 

Medical Association and the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists agree 
that access to Plan B should not be restricted by age. 

 
Additional EC Information & Access Resources  
 

• Not-2-Late.com    (888) NOT-2LATE www.not-2-late.com 
• Family Planning Clinics      www.psssst.org  
• Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin  (800) 230-PLAN www.ppwi.org   
• Community Health Centers      www.wphca.org  
• EC Hotline     (888) EC-FIRST www.ezec.org  
• STD Clinics     (800) 334-2437  www.irc-wisconsin.org  
• Domestic Violence Services   (800) 799-SAFE www.wcadv.org  
• Sexual Assault Services   (800) 656-HOPE www.wcasa.org    
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